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SUBJ: REMARKS OF MINISTER OF HOUSING AND INTERIOR 

REF: BEIRUT 2994 

1 . IN CONVERSATION WITH ME AFTER REF SIGNING CEREMONY FOR 
HOUSING AGREEMENT, SALAH SALMAN (WHO IS BOTH MINISTER OF 
HOUSING AND INTERIOR) REMARKED THAT GOL HAD JUST BEGUN TO 
TEAR DOWN SQUATTER SHACKS IN KHALDE (NEAR BEIRUT AIRPORT). 

HE DESCRIBED PROBLEM OF MOVING SQUATTERS OUT OF ILLEGALLY 
OCCUPIED AREAS AS VERY COMPLEX AND DIFFICULT. HE WAS UNSURE 
HOW FAR GOL COULD PROCEED WITH KHALDE OPERATION: HE HAD 
ALREADY BEGUN TO "GET ECHOES” ABOUT IT. 

2. SALMAN SAID IT WAS "IMPOSSIBLE” FOR GOL POLICE TO ENSURE 
PEOPLE OBEYED LAW. IN PART, THIS WAS DUE TO LACK OF MEN AND 
EQUIPMENT. MORE IMPORTANTLY, HOWEVER, WAS LEBANESE LACK OF 
SELF-DISCIPLINE AND LACK OF SENSE OF BELONGING TO LARGER 
ENTITY WHOSE RULES MUST BE OBEYED. 

3. FINALLY, SALMAN COMPLAINED THAT BUSINESSMEN AND RESIDENTS 
WERE PLACING GREAT PRESSURE ON GOL TO ALLOW THEM TO MOVE 
BACK TO DOWNTOWN BEIRUT. SALMAN BELIEVED THAT THESE PEOPLE 
SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO RETURN UNTIL PLANNING FOR RECONSTRUCTION 
OF CENTER CITY WAS COMPLETED. HOWEVER, HE FEARED GOL WOULD 
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BE ABLE TO RESIST PRESSURE ONLY "PARTLY.” I NOTED THAT 

THIS WAS UNFORTUNATE FROM PLANNING PERSPECTIVE, BUT GOOD OMEN 

IN THAT IT DEMONSTRATED CONFIDENCE IN LEBANON'S ECONOMIC 

FUTURE. 
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